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Paris to see how the land lay.   But he then had a
second object.   By this time the Treaty of Utrecht
had been signed and the Tories were in full cry
against the Whig " warmongers."   Marlborough
was afraid that in this revengeful mood they
might   confiscate   his   estates   and   he   begged
Louis XIV - his arch-enemy ! - to intercede with
Queen Anne - his former friend ! - to see that
Parliament did not beggar him.    In all the
fantasy of Marlborough's elaborate but hollow
intrigues with the Court of St. Germains nothing
is more  extraordinary than this  episode.    At
that time too he, the notorious miser, even thought
it worth while to send " a small sum " to Queen
Mary of Modena as an earnest of his good faith.
At precisely that moment, however, the Duke
was also assuring the Elector of Hanover by post
that his friends in England were anxious to serve
the Hanoverian cause and that he would do
everything in his power to prevent the Tory
Government  from  bringing in  the  Pretender.
Thus he put a small sum on both the competitors
for the throne of England and, having insured
himself both ways, was on the death of Queen
Anne restored to his estates and offices without
difficulty.

But still the comedy dragged on. As late as
1716 an eminent Jacobite reported that Marl-
borough had told a Jacobite agent " with tears
in his eyes " that he intended " to serve James
III." But the Duke of Berwick summed up the
true state of the matter when he wrote in this
same year that -